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Redistricting Partners
Redistricting Partners is a firm that focuses on
redistricting, demographics and Voting Rights Act analysis. 
Our partnership with the City of Santa Ana includes:

- Helping with outreach meetings
- Generating draft maps based off public input and 

census data
- Training staff and Council Members on the redistricting 

process and best practices
- Analyzing qualitative and quantitative data for the City 

to use during the redistricting process
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Overview
This presentation will cover a range of topics regarding the 
redistricting process, traditional redistricting principles, 
and the timeline. Including:

- What is Redistricting?
- State and Federal Voting Rights Act
- Traditional Redistricting Principles
- Timeline
- Current Demographics
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What is Redistricting?

Redistricting is at its core the act of equalizing population 
among districts.

This is important in order to meet two requirements - one 
constitutional, one from Supreme Court precedent:

- Equal Representation (14th Amendment) - how effective any 
resident can be at advocating for themselves or being represented 
within a jurisdiction.

- One Person One Vote - equal ability to elect a candidate of choice.
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Equal Representation – In practical terms, this speaks to how effective any resident can be at advocating for themselves or being represented within a jurisdiction. The act of balancing the population after the census, allows for every resident to be able to advocate equally for their needs – a new stop sign or road, a safety concern, a new community park, or asking for additional homeless services.In one of the extreme examples that I like to use, we did a redistricting of an agency that hadn’t redrawn their lines since 1950. In that instance, one  had 12,000 people in it and another  had 100,000 people in it.So, if a person in the 12k ward had a pothole, they would probably get a pretty prompt response from their elected official to fix it. But if you were living in the big ward, you’d need 8 people to have the same quantity of voice with their elected official. That’s why we redraw and rebalance wards – to ensure equal representation – which is also required under the 14th Amendment.�Equal Voting Power – This is the “one-person-one-vote” principle, and effectively measures the equal ability to elect a candidate. In that same example, you probably don’t have 100k registered voters in the big , but maybe you have 70k registered voters in the big one and 10k registered voters in the small one.Now you have a 7 to 1 inequity in people’s voting power. 	We’re going to work to balance population as we redraw the boundaries.



What is Redistricting?

Redistricting has changed significantly over the years as 
federal and state laws, norms, best practices, and public 
opinion has transformed.

In Public Opinion / Media:

- 97% of Voters agree that “local government should be required to 
have transparent / open redistricting.”

- Media and Community Based Organizations have become much 
more adept at covering redistricting.
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What is the Voting Rights Act?

The Voting Rights Act is a federal law that seeks to remedy 
racial disenfranchisement.  It has two sections impacting 
redistricting:

Section 2 – Majority Minority Districts

Section 5 – Preclearance (inactive)

The California Voting Rights Act prohibits the use of at-
large election systems in local government if there is proof 
of racially polarized voting.  It does not impact Santa Ana.



Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used 
nationally and upheld by courts.

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – wards should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city and census designated place boundaries
• Keep wards compact – appearance/function

Preventing a Ward from becoming a Gerrymander
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Equal Population
Utilizing the U.S. Census Decennial File

What is “equal” population has been a key subject in 
redistricting litigation.  

• Congress: 1 Person

• Local Govt: 10%

• Legislative/others: 1%-5% or 
other more restrictive by 
choice.
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Contiguity
Two definitions for what is contiguous

Contiguity should be thought of as “literal” and 
“functional.”

• An area that is one whole
piece is “literally contiguous.”

• An area that represents 
how the population functions
or how people are connected
is “functionally contiguous.”
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Communities of Interest
Bringing like people together for representation

What are you looking for in trying to judge the 
applicability of a Community of Interest to the 
redistricting process?

• Group with shared culture / characteristics

• Geographic Nature / Density / Ability to be mapped

• Relationship to Agency / Policies
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Protecting Cities & Census Designated Places
Bringing like people together for representation

FAIR MAPS Act:

To the extent practicable, the geographic integrity 
of a city or census designated place shall be 
respected in a manner that minimizes its division.
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Compactness
Determining what is “compact”

California has a rather elegant/simple definition. 

• Not bypassing nearby populated areas in favor of 
more distant populated areas



The FAIR MAPS Act adds more criteria to the process.

• Not consider Incumbents or candidates.

• Not draw wards to advantage or disadvantage a political party.

• Hold minimum set of hearings, encourage public engagement.

• Posting of all redistricting commission information on a 
website that is maintained for the next 10 years.

Additional Redistricting Rules
Criteria required in Santa Ana Beyond Traditional Principles



The City of Santa Ana Redistricting Process
Timeline 

September 21st First presentation for the public

October 5th Hearing to gather community input

October 19th Hearing to gather community input

November 2nd Hearing on the draft maps

November 16th Hearing on the draft maps

December 7th Final Approval of the Map



The City of Santa Ana Redistricting Process
Community Meetings 

Ward 6: September 25, 2021,10:00 a.m. – Delhi Center, 505 E. Central 
Ave.
Ward 3: October 7, 2021, 6:00 p.m. – Pentecostal Church of God, 1025 W. 
Memory Lane
Ward 2: October 9, 2021, 10:00 a.m. – Southwest Senior Center, 2201 W. 
McFadden Ave.
Ward 1: October 23, 2021, 1:00 p.m. – Salgado Recreation Center, 706 N. 
Newhope St.
Ward 5: October 29, 2021, 6:00 p.m. – El Salvador Community Center, 
1825 W. Civic Center Dr.
Ward 4: November 6, 2021, 10:00 a.m. – Memorial Community Center, 
2102 S. Flower St. 
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